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2018 USTA/Eastern - Southern Region 18&Over Mixed Doubles 

Local League Regulations and Reminders 
 

Captains and players are expected to be familiar with the 2018 National/Eastern Regulations 
found on the Eastern website at 
https://www.usta.com/content/dam/usta/sections/eastern/pdfs/2017%20National%20and%20Eastern%
20Regulations.pdf 
Where an issue is not addressed in these local rules, refer to the 2018 National/Eastern 
regulations for guidance.  Captains will be notified when the 2018 Eastern Rules are posted. 
 
Players registering before the release of 2017 year end ratings will register with their most 
current year end rating (2016, 2015, 2014).  
 
IMPORTANT: Players who are bumped up in the 2017 year end ratings will be allowed to 
compete at the lower level until December 7, 2017.  On December 8th, all computer rated 
players must use their 2017 year end rating for all future matches (local season, playoffs, 
regional, sectionals and nationals).  Exception – players whose ratings are clearly above level 
will have their rating adjusted immediately.  
 
Players without a valid computer rating will self-rate. 
 
Players who self rate will complete a self-rate questionnaire when registering online for the 
team. Based on the player’s answers, the computer will allow them to rate as requested, or 
assign a higher rating. The player will have an opportunity to appeal a higher rating. Inaccurate 
or inappropriate information regarding a player’s tennis history will subject the player, the 
captain and/or others who condoned inaccurate self-rating to sanctions and disqualification. 
 
The combined rating of any pair cannot exceed the team NTRP Level and the two players 
cannot be more than two levels apart, e.g., on an 8.0 team a 4.0 player and a 4.0 player could 
play together and a 4.5 player could play with a 3.5 player.  A 5.0 player cannot play with a 3.0 
player.  
 
Minimum/Maximum NTRP levels by flight are shown below (refer to National regulations 
1.04D(4): 

 6.0 Teams – 2.5, 3.0, 3.5 

 7.0 Teams – 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 

 8.0 Teams – 3.5, 4.0, 4.5 

 9.0 Teams – 4.0, 4.5, 5.0 

 10.0 Teams - 4.5, 5.0, 5.5 
 
 
Both captains are responsible for confirming the eligibility of players participating in the 
match. 

https://www.usta.com/content/dam/usta/sections/eastern/pdfs/2017%20National%20and%20Eastern%20Regulations.pdf
https://www.usta.com/content/dam/usta/sections/eastern/pdfs/2017%20National%20and%20Eastern%20Regulations.pdf
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FORMAT AND GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

 Player Registration Fee: $25.00 per player - register via TennisLink at 
www.tennislink.usta.com 

 Match fee – each player will pay court fees of $25.00. Court fees must be collected by 
each captain (or acting captain) before the match, and paid directly to the club. 

 The home team supplies balls and refreshments, if desired.  

 Home court captains should confirm availability of courts with their club at least a week 
before the match. Both captains are responsible for making contact with the other team 
at least 3 days in advance of the match. Confirm the number of individual matches being 
played, i.e., first, second & third doubles. Remember, if you must default a position, it 
must be third doubles. Confirm place, directions and the start time(s) of the match. 

 CANCELLATIONS OR DEFAULTS BY THE VISITING TEAM: Cancellations of less than 48 
hours will be subject to payment of court fees if the home club requires. Your team 
will be subject to forfeit of the next match unless or until required payments are 
settled.  

 Re‐scheduling Courts: There are no reschedules allowed.  It is important for the sake of 
league standings that all matches be completed as scheduled. In order to have a valid 
match, at least 2 courts (1st doubles & 2nd doubles) must be played.  A team who 
cannot field an entire line-up on the scheduled date will take a default on the third 
court.  Total team defaults are not acceptable.  

 In the event that severe weather conditions are likely to cause significant transportation 
problems on the day of the match, please contact Amy Guttman and the opposing team 
captain to discuss cancellation, alternatives and/or rescheduling.  

 It is important to print out a blank scorecard showing the players & ratings so that you 
may check eligibility of partnerships. Print a blank scorecard on the internet by going to 
http://tennislink.usta.com/leagues, logging in with your USTA number (team player 
only) and then clicking on Score Entry in the middle of the screen or on the list of 
matches on your player home page or team’s home page. 

 Be sure to arrive at least 15 minutes before your match. Complete your line-up on 
your scoresheet and exchange scoresheets with the other captain simultaneously 
prior to the beginning of the team match.  Start on time and keep to a 10-minute 
warm-up. All matches will be best of three sets, with regular scoring and a match 
tiebreak (first to 10 by 2) in lieu of a third set. Matches have been scheduled for 2 
hours. Match tiebreak score will be recorded as 1-0. Use the Coman tiebreak rotation 
for all set and match tiebreaks. Change sides after the first point and every fourth point 
thereafter (5, 9, 13, etc.).  
 Running over the 2 hour time limit.  Some clubs have another event coming out on 

the courts immediately following your match, in which case, your matches must be 
completed within the scheduled time.  It is the home team’s responsibility to bring 
this to the attention of the visiting team before the start of the match; otherwise, 
it is assumed that the matches may be played to completion.  Both teams must 

http://www.tennislink.usta.com/


3 

 

agree on which clock will be used to determine the end of the match before play 
starts. 

 
Refer to timed match rules at the end of this document for specific timed match procedures. 

 

 Upon completion of the matches, captains should double check that the scores are 
recorded correctly and should sign the scoresheets.  Both team captains are responsible for 
entering/confirming scores in Tennis Link within 48 hours. The first team to report will input 
the scores, the other team will “confirm or dispute” scores. Make sure to check “timed 
match” instead of “completed” for courts that used the timed match procedure.  Penalties 
may occur if scores are not entered in a timely manner.  Captains may forfeit their right to 
dispute a scorecard if they do not confirm matches results in Tennis Link.  

 Scoring for matches:  The "point" scoring system will be used to determine team standings. 
1st doubles win=6 points; 2nd doubles win=4 points; 3rd doubles win=3 points. Tennis 
Link will automatically calculate points & standings. 

 Player(s) may be added to a team within the local league season until January 31st, 2018. 
The roster limit is 24 players per team.  

 
 
Players who play on two or more teams at the same NTRP level in different regions of the 
Eastern Section must declare which team they will represent prior to the start of any regional 
or sectional championship should more than one team qualify to advance.  PLEASE REFER TO 
SECTION 1.04G IN THE NATIONAL/EASTERN REGULATIONS FOR DETAILS. 
  
National Championship Teams – Move Up/Split Up 

Teams may move up one NTRP level, all of the team members or just some of the team 

members if they chose to. This is the same as prior years.  

Split-up only applies to the same Division (Adult or Mixed), same age group and same NTRP 

team level that the team qualified for or advanced to a National Championship, and applies 

to players that were eligible to advance by playing three (3) matches, with 1 default counting 

for eligibility 

Local Flight Playoffs – Dates & Location TBD  

 6.0 – top two teams in the point standings  

 7.0 – top four teams in the point standings 

 8.0 – top four teams in the point standings  

 9.0 – top two teams in the point standings 
 

Regional Championships – TBD 
 
Section Championships – June 1st-3rd, 2018 (tentative) 



4 

 

 
National Championships - location & dates TBD  
 

To qualify for Local, Regional & Sectional championships, players must participate in at least 2 
matches; one default may count. To compete in the National Championships, players must 
participate in 3 matches, one default may count.  
 
MATCH GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES:  

 
All complaints, grievances, and appeals must be submitted in writing by the team captain within 
48 hours of the incident.  
  
Grievance procedures, forms and payment can be found at 
https://www.usta.com/en/home/play/play-as-a-member/eastern/GrievancesandAppeals.html. 
  
A payment form must accompany your grievance and both should be emailed directly to the 
Eastern office at bull@eastern.usta.com.  The $25 fee will be refunded if the grievance is 
upheld. 
 

Local League Coordinator Contact information: 

Amy Guttman – Guttman@eastern.usta.com, 914 263-7262 

Timed Match Procedure 

NOTE: If the host facility has open time & ALL participants in the match & captains agree prior 
to the start of the match, the time limit may be exceeded to play the match to completion. If 
a captain or ANY of the match participants choose to play the two hour timed match as 
scheduled, NO change in format for ANY courts may be made. 
 
Both teams must agree on which clock will be used to determine the end of the match before 
play starts. 
  
Play should continue right up to the end time of the match. In the event the match has not 
been completed at the 2 hour mark, end the match and allocate the points according to the 
following guidelines.  (Use the “timed match” option when entering the scores for this court):  

 

 A game in progress should not be completed and does not count. 

 

 If the teams have split sets, with no time left to start the match tiebreak – The match 

ends in a tie.  

https://www.usta.com/en/home/play/play-as-a-member/eastern/GrievancesandAppeals.html
mailto:bull@eastern.usta.com
mailto:Guttman@eastern.usta.com
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 If the team that won the first set is on serve, tied, or ahead by 1 break or more in the 

2nd set - That team wins the match. 

 

 If the team that won the first set is losing the 2nd set by 1 break or more - The match 

ends in a tie.  

If the teams have split sets and are in the middle of a match tiebreak (in lieu of a third set), the 

match is decided according to the following guidelines: 

 If the tiebreak is tied - the match ends in a tie. 

 

 If a team is up by one or more points in the tiebreak: that team wins the match. 
 

***If the teams are in a second set tiebreak, the team that is up by one or more points in that 

tiebreak wins the set (and it can then be decided if there is a match winner or if the match ends 

in a tie). If the score in the second set tiebreak is even, the second set is deemed a tie and the 

winner of the match is the team that won the first set.*** 

IMPORTANT REGULATIONS TO SHARE WITH TEAMMATES! 

 Time factors:  20 seconds between end of a point and the next serve; 90 seconds for odd 
game changeover (note only 20 seconds following the first game of a set) a two minute 
break, can be taken between the 1st and 2nd set as well as the second set and the match 
tiebreak. 

 Reasonable bathroom breaks can be taken as needed. 

 Injury timeout: Players allotted three minutes following treatment unless bleeding occurs.  

USTA rules allow 15 minutes to stop and clean up bleeding. 

 Players should not leave the court unless an emergency has been declared to both sides. 

 Cell phone use on the court is considered a potential hindrance.  Turn off phones.  

 Spectators do not participate in any decision on a point/score in a match and are expected 
to show good sportsmanship while viewing. 

 A ball must be called “good” if there is doubt (not sure of the call), disagreement between 
partners, or the ball was not seen. 

 All points made prior to discovery of an error in the play still stand.   

 While the ball is in play, the point is lost when a player touches the net, is touched by the 
ball, or crosses the net before the ball is struck. 

 An “out” or "let" call must be made immediately. 

 A delay between the first and second serves not caused by the server will result in a let first 
serve.  A quick delay may not be grounds for another serve, with the receiver as the judge 
of the delay time.  

 If a racquet breaks, the player has only the time allowed between points (20 seconds) or at 
the changeover (90 seconds) to correct the problem. 
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 A let may be claimed for a hindrance (deliberate motions or sounds from the opponent 
interfering at the time the player is getting ready to hit the ball). 

 To prevent score confusions, give line calls and scores out loud at each occasion.  If score 
confusion occurs, the players count all agreed upon points and replay only the disputed 
points.  Once the disputed points are decided, they are added to the agreed upon points to 
determine the current game score.  (The Code, #32).   

 Foot faults can be called against an opponent only after all reasonable efforts (warning the 
player, attempting to find an official) have failed and the foot fault is so flagrant as to be 
clearly visible from the receiver’s side. 

 An on-court problem or unsportsmanlike behavior that cannot be resolved by the players 
themselves can be handled by requesting an on-court observer from each team when they 
become available, stopping the match until that time.  The observers stationed at each net 
post do not intrude on the match unless asked for their observation of an incident or line 
call, which is then treated as a ruling if both agree.  
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